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  Mr. Hoekstra


7th / 8th Grade Math Teacher


 email


  bhoekstra@fhps.net


 website


mrhoekstra.weebly.com





Welcome to Mr. Hoekstra’s class. This year should be an adventure. Be prepared to think, solve problems, work with a team, and have fun.





To do well in math students should think critically and enjoy the challenge of solving problems. Students will push themselves and their peers to actively engage in the lesson and explore various solutions to problems. Good math students are not afraid of mistakes but learn from them. They make sure to take care of the day-to-day stuff too. In order to do well in math, it is necessary that you engage in classroom activities with your group, complete homework assignments, ask questions, and seek additional help when needed.





I generally assign homework 2-3 times per week.  Homework is an extension of problems and concepts that you will explore in class.  If you engage with the material and work through your mistakes in class, you should do well on the homework. Working hard in class often results in students finishing their homework before they get home.





Please refer to my � HYPERLINK "mrhoekstra.weebly.com" ��website� for a weekly schedule of classroom activities and homework.  The website also contains links to math websites, links to some homework assignments, and old � HYPERLINK "https://mrhoekstra.weebly.com/philosophy-friday.html" ��Philosophy Friday� videos.





I am looking forward to a fun and productive year working with you in math class.  By working together, I am confident you will become a better thinker and problem solver this year!








Math Counts and High Flyers


If you ever find yourself looking for more math challenges, I have plenty. I will always have books out with engaging and challenging problems for you to try.  And if you enjoy the challenge, consider seeing me for details about the Math Counts Team!





Philosophy Friday


If you are inspired by something in the world of math or science want to share and discuss it with the class. Make a short presentation. These are ungraded and just for fun.





CORRECTIONS


On most quizzes students will receive 20% of the points they missed for doing corrections. For tests, corrections will count as a homework grade. 





ADDITIONAL HELP


Additional help is available before school, during CREW and most days after school.  If you need help, ask for it!  The school also offers after school tutoring from high school honors students. 





GRADING PROCEDURES


Grades are averaged using a weighting system.  Grades will consist of points earned for homework, math logs, projects, quizzes, and tests.  Homework makes up 20% and assessments (quizzes, tests and projects) are the other 80%.  Exams are factored into the semester grade only and count 10% overall.  I update grades about every two weeks.  Homework assignments can always be turned in up until the end of the unit.  However, make sure to get your homework done on time to best prepare yourself for assessments. If you are unable to complete an assignment or tried and did not understand it, you can get a parent to sign it and see me in the morning for additional help and I will give you an extra day to finish.








